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4. Learning 
 
4.1. Summary of Key Learning Outcomes 

 
See Schedule. 
 
4.2. Preliminary Knowledge  

 
Generic skills associated with the attainment of a recognised first degree in a non-
law discipline consistent with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in 
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The order of study is roughly the same, albeit split over different semesters, 
depending on your start date and whether you are studying part-time. Below is an 
indicative schedule for the full-and part-time September, and January, start PgDL: 
 

Module Semester 
Sept Start 
Full Time 
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festive season. The spring semester comprises of eleven weeks of tuition (including 

mock and consolidation weeks) plus a week for revision and two weeks for 

examinations. In addition there is a two week break for Easter. For those courses 

where there is a summer term, this comprises of ten tuition weeks (including mock 

and consolidation weeks) plus two weeks revision and one week of exams. 
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5. Assessment Demands   
   
A summary of the assessment schedule for this programme is explained below. 

 

If appropriate medical evidence is accepted (a minimum of four weeks prior to the 

start of any assessment period), we may be able to provide adjustments for 

assessments including re-scheduling assessments in the programme to avoid more 

than one on any one day. As part of the University’s commitment to an inclusive 

learning environment, we anticipate the needs of our students and design the 

coursework tasks to have sufficient time for most students, this includes students 

with SpLDs. A SpLD is generally not considered a sole justification for granting 

coursework extensions and coursework extensions are only granted in exceptional, 

evidenced circumstances. 

 

The University operates a fit to sit policy, which means that students who attend an 

assessment are deem
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need to be made directly to Kaplan. Further information about the SQE assessment 

and adjustment applications can be found at 

https://www.sra.org.uk/students/sqe/supporting-sit-sqe/  

 

The University will attempt to replicate the adjustments put in place by Kaplan for 

mock assessments and any University-organised assessments, however we are 

unable to guarantee that Kaplan will grant the same adjustments that the University 

would usually provide. 

 

5.5. SRA Time limits for Completion of SQE 1  

 

Irrespective of any adjustments made, in order successfully to complete the SQE1, 

all students are required under the SRA regulations to pass all elements of the 

course within 6 years of the date of the first assessment.   
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6. Digital and technological resources and requirements 

 

6.1. What is an illustrated (Minimum) specification? 

 

Operating System 

¶ Windows 10, macOS 10.13+ 

Processor 

¶ Intel i3/AMD 

RAM 

¶ 8GB 

Storage 

¶ 256GB 

Camera 

¶ Minimum 640 x 360 resolution 

Microphone 

¶ Separate 

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Getting_Started/Browser_Support
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Ultra/Getting_Started/Browser_Support
https://help.blackboard.com/Collaborate/Ultra/Participant/Get_Started/Browser_Support
https://help.blackboard.com/Collaborate/Ultra/Participant/Get_Started/Browser_Support
https://support.panopto.com/s/article/Learn-About-Viewing-Requirements
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Currently, we do not recommend a Chromebook as these are not fully supported by 
all our Digital Assessment platforms. 

Students will be expected to be able to access all their learning resources using the 
University of Law’s virtual learning environment Blackboard ULTRA. Students are 
recommended to use the latest version of Chrome or a Firefox web browser to 
access Blackboard ULTRA. The list of supported browsers is available from: 

¶ https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support 

Students may check if their browser is supported by accessing: 

¶ https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support/
Browser_Checker 

For general computer hardware, students are recommended to have access to a 
computer which can access the latest browsers (see above). This will enable them to 
access wider institutional software, including Microsoft OneDrive & Teams, 
Blackboard Collaborate Conferencing System, Panopto Multimedia Player and the 
Library Systems. The computer (laptop or desktop) should be multimedia enabled 
with a webcam. Students are also recommended to have a headset with built-in 
microphone. 

6.5. Typing 

 
To be able to effectively sit online assessments, it is expected that students have a 
typing speed of 30-40 words per minute, the average typing speed for adults. This 
will enable them to successfully complete the assessments within the given 
timeframe. If students are unsure as to the speed of their typing, they may wish to 
self-assess their typing speed by using the following online tool: 
 
https://10fastfingers.com/typing-test/english  
 
It is recommended that an external Bluetooth or wired keyboard should be utilised, 
as this provides a better typing position. Students may also wish to investigate the 
use of ergonomic keyboards, if required.  

 
 

   
 
  

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support/Browser_Checker
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support/Browser_Checker
https://10fastfingers.com/typing-test/english
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7. Learning Outcomes for PgDL, MA Law (Conversion) and MA Law (SQE1) 
 

7.1. PgDL – Postgraduate Diploma in Law 

 

Upon successful completion of the programme students should be able to: 
 

A. Knowledge and Understanding 

 
1. Demonstrate detailed, systematic and comprehensive knowledge, and an in-

depth understanding of, principles in the foundational law of England & Wales as 
studied on the programme, and the context that shapes such principles; 

 
2. Identify and apply legal principles within the foundational law of England & Wales 

as studied on the programme; 
 
3. Develop an in-depth understanding of principles and values of law and justice, 

and of ethics; and 
 
4. Understand the core principles required within the modules studied on the 

programme by the current Solicitors Regulatory Authority Solicitors Qualifying 
Examination 1 Assessment Specification, and to satisfy the Academic 
Component of Bar training for the Bar Standards Board. 

 
B. Intellectual Skills 

 
1. Critically analyse relevant sources of law and complex real or hypothetical 

problems, and evaluate a range of solutions in the light of the legal issues raised, 
making critical judgements on the merits of particular arguments, taking account 
of relevant legal, financial, commercial and practical considerations;  

 
2. Critically evaluate legal concepts and the relationship between legal concepts, 

values, principles and the rule of law;  
 
3. Demonstrate intellectual independence including the ability to ask and answer 

cogent questions about legal issues, identify gaps in and acquire knowledge, 
and engage in critical analysis and evaluation; and 

 
4. 
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and relevant information from a range of sources, making personal and 
reasoned judgments in the areas of law studied; 

 
2. Communicate concepts and principles clearly, both orally and in writing, using a 

range of media, in a structured and professional manner;  
 
3. Use language proficiently, presenting knowledge or opinions to others, 

succinctly, accurately, comprehensively and in a way that is grammatically 
correct;  

 
4. Collaborate effectively within a group setting, demonstrating collaborative and 

mutually supportive teamwork, and the ability to achieve identified goals; and 
 
5. Develop transferable skills for employment requiring the exercise of initiative and 

personal responsibility, independent learning, and the exercise of initiative in 
complex and unpredictable situations. 

 
D. Professional Skills and Attributes 

 
1. Apply legal principles to provide structured responses in the context of academic 

and problem-based learning, in line with the requirements of the SRA/BSB, 
including the ability to successfully attempt Single Best Answer Questions as 
used in centralised professional qualification assessments; 

 
2. Develop the attributes of self-management and self-reflection, including the 

assumption of personal responsibility for academic, personal and professional 
development, and the ability to learn from experiences and environments, 
making effective use of feedback and a willingness to acknowledge and correct 
errors; and 

 
3. Engage with their own personal and professional development, and take 

responsibility for their academic integrity. 
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7.2. MA Law (SQE1) 

 
Upon successful completion of the programme students should be able to: 
 
A. Knowledge and Understanding 

 
For the academic Functioning Legal Knowledge (Conversion) Modules: 
 
1. Demonstrate detailed, systematic and comprehensive knowledge, and an in-

depth understanding of, principles in the foundational law of England & Wales as 
studied on the programme, and the context that shapes such principles; 

 
2. Identify and apply legal principles within the foundational law of England & Wales 

as studied on the programme; 
 

3. Develop an in-depth understanding of principles and values of law and justice, 
and of ethics; and 
 

4. Understand the core principles required within the modules studied on the 
programme by the current Solicitors Regulatory Authority Solicitors Qualifying 
Examination 1 Assessment Specification. 

 
For the practical Functioning Legal Knowledge modules: 

 
5. Demonstrate a high level of knowledge and understanding at the forefront of the 

areas of law and practice studied. 
 

6. Apply detailed and comprehensive knowledge of relevant law and legal practice 
to progress transactions or matters relevant to the area of professional practice 
studied in accordance with any rules of professional conduct or ethics. 

 
B. Intellectual Skills 

 
For the academic Functioning Legal Knowledge (Conversion) Modules: 
 
1. Critically analyse relevant sources of law and complex real or hypothetical 

problems, and evaluate a range of solutions in the light of the legal issues raised, 
making critical judgements on the merits of particular arguments, taking account 
of relevant legal, financial, commercial and practical considerations;  
 

2. Critically evaluate legal concepts and the relationship between legal concepts, 
values, principles and the rule of law;  
 

3. Demonstrate intellectual independence including the ability to ask and answer 
cogent questions about legal issues, identify gaps in and acquire knowledge, and 
engage in critical analysis and evaluation; and 
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4. Devise and sustain a legal argument, recognising ambiguity and using synthesis, 
employing tailored evidence both orally and in writing. 

 

For the practical Functioning Legal Knowledge modules: 
 

5. Analyse complex legal issues systematically, making sound judgements in the 
absence of complete data in complex situations. 

 
C. General Transferable Skills 

 
For the academic Functioning Legal Knowledge (Conversion) Modules: 
 
1. Use intellectual, practical and technological skills and techniques applicable to 

legal research, together with a practical understanding of how established 
techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in 
law, and apply these skills in order to retrieve and evaluate accurate, current and 
relevant information from a range of sources, making personal and reasoned 
judgments in the areas of law studied; 
 

2. Communicate concepts and principles clearly, both orally and in writing, using a 
range of media, in a structured and professional manner;  
 

3. Use language proficiently, presenting knowledge or opinions to others, succinctly, 
accurately, comprehensively and in a way that is grammatically correct;  
 

4. Collaborate effectively within a group setting, demonstrating collaborative and 
mutually supportive teamwork, and the ability to achieve identified goals;  
 

5. Develop transferable skills for employment requiring the exercise of initiative and 
personal responsibility, independent learning, and the exercise of initiative in 
complex and unpredictable situations; 

 
For the practical Functioning Legal Knowledge modules: 
 
6. Identify and address, where relevant, the ethical aspects of the areas of 

professional practice studied; 
 

7. Where applicable demonstrate self-analysis and an ability to reflect on their 
learning; and 
 

8. 
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7.3. MA Law (Conversion) 

 
Upon successful completion of the programme students should be able to: 
 
A. Knowledge and Understanding 

 
1. Demonstrate detailed, systematic and comprehensive knowledge, and an in-

depth understanding of, principles in the foundational law of England & Wales as 
studied on the programme, and the context that shapes such principles; 

 
2. Identify and apply legal principles within the foundational law of England & Wales 

as studied on the programme; 
 
3. Develop an in-depth understanding of principles and values of law and justice, 

and of ethics;  
 

4. Understand the core principles required within the modules studied on the 
programme by the current Solicitors Regulatory Authority Solicitors Qualifying 
Examination 1 Assessment Specification, and to satisfy the Academic 
Component of Bar training for the Bar Standards Board; and 
 

5. Demonstrate detailed, systematic and comprehensive knowledge, and an in-
depth understanding of: 
(a) new areas of law including current issues or developments at the forefront of 

the areas studied; and 
(b) current research and practical scholarship in relation to specific areas of law 

and practice both domestically and internationally, as appropriate. 
 

B. Intellectual Skills 

 
1. Critically analyse relevant sources of law and complex real or hypothetical 

problems, and evaluate a range of solutions in the light of the legal issues raised, 
making critical judgements on the merits of particular arguments, taking account 
of relevant legal, financial, commercial and practical considerations;  

 
2. Critically evaluate legal concepts and the relationship between legal concepts, 

values, principles and the rule of law;  
 
3. Demonstrate critical evaluation of current research and advanced scholarship in 

the areas studied on the programme including, where appropriate, evaluation of 
methodologies;  

 

4. Devise and sustain a legal argument, recognising ambiguity and using synthesis, 
employing tailored evidence both orally and in writing; 

 



PgDL & MA Law 
 
 

 

PGDL_MAConversion_ProgrammeDemandsDocJuly2022 21 © The University of Law Limited  

 

5. Demonstrate appropriate research strategies across both primary and secondary 
sources, including Law Commission reports, legal opinions and academic 
opinions, and apply such strategies to present reasoned conclusions;  
 

6. Critically evaluate current research and scholarship in selected areas of study, 
and provide personal and reasoned judgements on the selected areas of study 
based on that evaluation; and 

 

7. Process a large quantity of complex data and apply that information to the 
resolution of individual problems. 

 
C. General Transferable Skills 

 
1. Use intellectual, practical and technological skills and techniques applicable to 

legal research, together with a practical understanding of how established 
techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in 
law, and apply these skills in order to retrieve and evaluate accurate, current and 
relevant information from a range of sources, making personal and reasoned 
judgments in the areas of law studied; 
 

2. Communicate concepts and principles clearly, both orally and in writing, using a 
range of media, in a structured and professional manner;  
 

3. Use language proficiently, presenting knowledge or opinions to others, succinctly, 
accurately, comprehensively and in a way that is grammatically correct;  
 

4. Collaborate effectively within a group setting, demonstrating collaborative and 
mutually supportive teamwork, and the ability to achieve identified goals; and 
 

5. Develop transferable skills for employment requiring the exercise of initiative and 
personal responsibility, independent learning, and the exercise of initiative in 
complex and unpredictable situations.  
 

6. Appraise relevant ethical and policy issues which underpin the areas of law and 
practice studied; 

 

7. Develop techniques applicable to advanced legal scholarship and research, 
including those relating to engagement in high level synthesis and critical 
evaluation; and  

 

8. Critically evaluate established methods and methodologies of legal research and 




