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Solicitors advise their clients on 
necessary legal action as well as 
represent them in lower courts. 

For many clients, a solicitor is their first point of 
contact when discussing legal matters. A client could 
be an individual, a group of people, a public sector 
organisation, or a private company. Solicitors also 
work with barristers, preparing cases for them to try 
in higher courts. 

As a qualified solicitor, you can choose to work in a 
specific area of law that interests you. You could 
work in family law, international human rights law, or 
even medical law to name a few. As law is a 

/employability/legal-practice-areas/
/employability/legal-practice-areas/


One of the reasons of changing the 
route to become a solicitor was to make 
the profession accessible to all.  

Whether you’ve had your heart set on becoming a 
solicitor for a while, or you’re considering pursuing a 
different career path, you’ll be able to find the route 
for you.

IF YOU’RE…
…an LLB graduate

If you have completed an undergraduate law 
degree and have a solid foundation in law, then you 
can study for the SQE assessments straight away. 
You can choose to study a preparation course that 
focuses mainly on passing the assessments, or if you 
want to boost your skill set and employability, you 
can choose to study a Master’s. You will also need to 
gain two years’ QWE. 
 

…a graduate in a non-law course or are thinking 
of changing careers

Coming from a non-law background is seen as 

/study/postgraduate/sqe/support/
https://www.sra.org.uk/become-solicitor/qualified-lawyers/sqe-exemptions/
/resources/blog/do-you-need-to-know-black-letter-laws/
http://law.ac.uk/sqe-mythbusting 
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VIDEO

Our PgDL

POSTGRADUATE  
DIPLOMA IN LAW (PgDL)

Our Postgraduate Diploma in Law (PgDL) is 
a law conversion course that teaches you 
to think like a lawyer and prepare for the 
realities of life in legal practice.

This course supports your transition into legal study with 
unparalleled support and guidance from our 
experienced, professional tutors. Not only will you learn 
the academic law necessary but you will also focus on 
key skills and competencies crucial for your development 
as a lawyer.

The modules in the PgDL focus on combining core areas 
of law with the ability to analyse, evaluate and form 
critical judgements about the legal system and allows 
students to progress onto either a solicitor or a barrister 
training course.

To find out more about this course, visit the 
Postgraduate Diploma in Law course page

HOW YOU’LL BE EXAMINED
40% of your examinations will comprise of Single Best 

/study/postgraduate/law/pgdl/
/study/postgraduate/law/ma-law/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNKzLI2n9A0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CpYLuNzlQk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLMIVCw8xrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhEslpFuJoY


Our MA Law (SQE1) is a conversion 
course for non-law graduates who want 
to gain a legal qualification at master’s 
level. 

This course includes a pre-course programme where 
you’ll study the English Legal System and 
Constitutional Law. This means once you start the MA 
Law (SQE1), you’re already one step ahead in your 
legal training. 

Upon completion of this course, you’ll be able to 
move straight on to study the SQE2 Preparation 
Course. Our preparation courses do not include any 
behaviour skills training, so this route is perfect for 
individuals who feel competent with the skills needed 
to become a practising solicitor. 

To find out more about this course, visit the  
MA Law (SQE1) course page.

HOW YOU’LL BE EXAMINED
40% of your examinations will comprise of Single Best 
Answer Questions (SBAQ). 

The other 60% comprises of written online exams, 
coursework, and an oral presentation. All the 
assessments for this course are open book and 
online.

The SQE1 assessment will be set externally by the 
SRA, who will provide your award upon passing the 
centralised assessments.

WE RECOMMEND THIS COURSE  
FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO:
• �Are thinking of a career change or didn’t study an 

undergraduate law degree, and want to become 
a solicitor.

• �Are looking for funding for their conversion studies

• �Do not require any additional legal skills and 
competencies training upon finishing this course. 

MA LAW

VIDEO

Our SQE Law Essentials

LOCATION
On-campus  
and Online

STUDY MODES
Full-time and  
part-time

KEY BENEFITS
• �Receive all online study manuals for this 

course for free, saving you £320. If you 
prefer having hardcopy versions, you can 
purchase them with a 50% off discount.

• �This course is eligible for a Postgraduate 
Master’s Loan.

• �This course includes four weeks 
guaranteed Qualifying Work Experience 
at our Legal Advice Clinic.

• �Pass first time or study for free: if you 
don’t pass the SQE1 assessment, you can 
repeat our Exam Preparation Course for 
free (Terms and conditions apply).

STUDY HOURS 
PER WEEK:
Full-time 
45 hours

Part-time 
25 hours

DURATION
Full-time 
55–72 weeks

Part-time 
107–124 weeks

VIDEO

Our MA Law (SQE1)

LAW ESSENTIALS

Our SQE Law Essentials is a law 
conversion course created for 
individuals who are looking to become 
a solicitor. 

The course is only available online and comprises of 
five units of self-guided study per module, with a 
weekly hour-long support session to aid you in your 
studies. You’ll learn through our dynamic learning 
model: Prepare, Engage, Consolidate (PEC). 

In this course you’ll develop the basic technical legal 
skills needed to acquire Functional Legal Knowledge 
(FLK), as well as resilience and planning skills. 

As this course relies on self-guided study, we do not 
recommend this conversion course to someone who 
is completely new to the field of law.

To find out more about this course, visit the  
SQE Law Essentials course page

HOW YOU’LL BE EXAMINED
You’ll be given practice assessments in the form of 
multiple-choice questions in the final unit of each 
module. 

WE RECOMMEND THIS COURSE  
FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO:
• �Are non-law graduates who have experience 

working in the legal field. 

• �LLB graduates who have completed their degree 
but did not immediately pursue a legal career.

• �Are looking for a shorter basic course to fit around 
their personal and work commitments. 

/study/postgraduate/law/ma-law-sqe/
/study/postgraduate/law/sqe-law-essentials/online/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llaSZANDEAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2cYACSAOiQ


HOW YOU’LL BE EXAMINED
The SQE1 and SQE2 assessments will be set 

/study/postgraduate/law/llm-sqe-1-and-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z5IX-ODY8kM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DF2KNQ6WXx8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TmMpCc9-ns


Our LPC is recognised, well-respected 
and valued by law firms due to the level 
of practical preparation our students 
receive. 

As our LPC takes a career-focused approach, you 
won’t just be reading from textbooks; you’ll also 
focus on practice-based tasks. You’ll be able to 
fine-tune your interviewing, advocacy, research, 

/study/postgraduate/law/lpc
/study/postgraduate/law/sqe-1-preparation-course/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UfLxhc3BVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7EkJNOVqOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TkRF2itA58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-f9v3ewxxE


Our SQE2 Preparation Course will 
prepare you to sit the SQE2 oral and 
written assessments set by the SRA. 

In this course, you’ll cover interviewing, advocacy, 
case and matter analysis and legal research, writing 
and drafting. You’ll receive in-depth tutor guidance 
and support and learn through our unique Prepare, 
Engage and Consolidate (PEC) model.

Before you start the course, you’ll be asked to 

/study/postgraduate/law/sqe-2-preparation-course/
/study/postgraduate/law/sqe1-preparation-for-legal-professionals/online/
/study/postgraduate/law/sqe1-preparation-for-legal-professionals/online/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nufXR9cWU7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxW4WLslBAE


/study/postgraduate/law/sqe1-exam-preparation-course/
/study/postgraduate/law/sqe2-exam-preparation-course/
/study/postgraduate/law/sqe2-exam-preparation-course/
https://solicitorquiz.law.ac.uk/
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Providing a large, high quality question bank, 
you’ll benefit from detailed feedback and 
the ability to self-direct your learning with 
structured tests and recommendations. 

If you make full use of the app, our algorithm 
can determine whether or not you’ll pass the 
SQE assessments with nearly 90% accuracy.*  

You can download the ULaw SQE app for 
free, which contains sample mock questions. 
Once you’ve enrolled with us on a full SQE 
course, you’ll get access to over 3000 
practice questions.

To find out more about the app and how 
it can support your learning, see our 
ULaw SQE app guide.

* 88.8% of our students who sat the SQE1 assessments, 
classified as ‘Likely’ or ‘Very Likely’ to pass by the ULaw SQE 
App, passed. Based on July 2022 and January 2023 SQE1 
assessments and self-reported student data

Under the SQE route, you don’t need to 
complete a specific course of study to 
become a solicitor. 

This means you could technically sit the SQE 
assessments without studying any course at all.

However, legal knowledge is only one part of 
becoming a solicitor; you must also develop a range 
of soft skills to work successfully. Legal cases can be 
distressing, so it requires someone with the 
emotional intelligence and people skills to be able 
to deescalate tensions when high and provide 
support to those who are going through difficult 
times. 

By studying a conversion course, or a course such as 
the LLM Legal Practice (SQE1&2), you’ll be able to 
develop the behavioural skills required to become a 
solicitor. With these courses, you’ll be able to 
understand how the knowledge you learn is applied 
in real life scenarios, as well as understand how to 
approach difficult scenarios with ethical 
consideration and respect. In addition, a preparation 
course does not teach black letter law, so if you are 
coming from a non-law background, you will need to 
study a law conversion course to gain this technical 
legal knowledge.

This falls in line with the SRA’s requirement of 
solicitors needing to meet a certain level of aptitude 
to be able to perform their role to a high standard, 
as highlighted in their Statement of Solicitor 
Competence.

Law firms are expecting newly qualified solicitors to 
have a solid understand of these softer skills and 
foundational legal knowledge. In a survey carried 
out by Legal Cheek, 87% of law firms expect their 
solicitor trainees to undertake additional training 
beyond SQE preparation courses. In addition, for 
those converting to law, 98% of law firms require 
students to complete a law conversion course before 

/globalassets/13.-media--doc-repo/01.-study/pdf_study_sqe1-revision-app-user-guide.pdf
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ulaw.sqe&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/ulaw-sqe-revision-questions/id1536809275


The SQE assessments are set by the SRA 
and not by a legal education provider, 
as was the case with the LPC. 

Each SQE assessment aims to test different 
knowledge and skills deemed required to become a 
solicitor. 

For both the SQE1 and SQE2 assessments, you’ll 
have to attend your local Pearson VUE test centre. 
You’ll have to book directly with the SRA, who will 
send you a confirec. 

https://sqe.sra.org.uk/about-sqe/costs-and-fees
https://sqe.sra.org.uk/news-item/2023/04/28/updated-sqe-assessment-specifications-published-following-flk-review


/study/postgraduate/sqe/support/
/study/postgraduate/sqe/support/#faq
/events/booking/
/study/postgraduate/sqe/support/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSghfpAHzag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSghfpAHzag
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Please note:We also offer the SQE Law Essentials, an online-only conversion course that is not eligible to receive a Postgraduate Masterss Loan. This course 

/study/scholarships-bursaries/
/about/alumni/loyalty-scheme/
/study/postgraduate/course-fees-and-funding/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wzZbrKZMYw


After you’ve passed your SQE assessments and have met the 

/employability/recruiters/
/about/contact/


https://www.tiktok.com/@theuniversityoflaw
https://www.instagram.com/u_law/reels/
https://www.facebook.com/UniversityOfLaw/?locale=en_GB
https://uk.linkedin.com/school/the-university-of-law/
https://twitter.com/UniversityofLaw?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmI9RTBcjSld6c-wbOG3KuQ
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/theuniversityoflaw/
https://liveprospectus.com
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